Patterns of use of smokeless tobacco and the unidimensional model of drug involvement.
The present study tested whether smokeless tobacco (ST) fits a unidimensional model of drug involvement and tried to locate ST along the dimension that underlies drug use. The latent trait analysis was employed to quantify drug involvement in a sample of high school students. Analyses showed that although ST use fits the unidimensional model of drug involvement, the place of ST use along the continuum of drug involvement is not stable and differs by gender and ethnicity. Particularly for males, ST use is likely to be preceded by soft drug use and followed by hard drug use; for females, however, ST use is closely associated with hard drug use. The analyses also revealed that the fit of the unidimensional model and the location of ST use along the dimension vary with different ethnic groups.